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In-Class Participation &
Short Writing Assignments

Fall 2017
ENGL 3830

Building an academic community is crucial to engage
fully with critical ideas. This is an important goal of
this course, so that together, we might explore new
ideas and perspectives in response to a deepening
understanding of theory. Thus, active and daily
participation is necessary for class success. Students
will have multiple opportunities to share their ideas
and knowledge throughout the semester, and to
demonstrate the value placed on these contributions,
they earn class points for this participation.

Reading Quizzes (Completed
in Class): Demonstrate Close
Reading

Exit Tickets (Completed in
Class): Demonstrate
Familiarity with Terminology

Nonfiction Workshop
(Prepared at Home): Sharing
Research & Discussing Trends

Short unannounced quizzes at
the beginning of class will ask
you to recount main elements
from primary text readings
(aka, novels, etc) and make
connections in short answer
questions that rely upon careful
reading.

“Exit Tickets” are completed at
the end of class and typically
turned in before exiting, used to
prove/demonstrate
understanding of theory-driven
terminology or similar concepts
discussed in class.

Explore nonfiction for young
people during the Fall 2017
Poster Fair, an event worth
double in-class points (20 pts).

Quizzes have three questions,
asking you to “remember” (aka,
recall a fact from the story),
“interpret” (draw a conclusion
based on text details), and
“analyze” (make a connection
with another text or main idea)
comparable to critical article
handout or “reading guide.”

Exit tickets have a three part
structure:
1) providing a definition,
2) explain the term using one or
more examples, and
3) draw a connection to another
text to show in-depth
understanding

First, sign up for a book in the
online e-learning space so that
we don’t have any overlapping
selections. Then, create a small
poster that shares this book
with the class. Posters should
be colorful and creative, using
pictures and unique font or
writing choices to highlight the
book and make your poster
stand out. See additional
instructions for what to include
on your poster, and be sure to
bring the book itself to class to
share alongside your poster.

Note: Since these assignments are directly related to in-class
work/discussion, they also act as attendance points.
Students can ONLY earn credit if they attend class and
assignments cannot be made up in the event of absence.

ENGL 3820 Summer II

Goal: The objective of the formal written analysis assignments is to develop as an analytical writer in a
structure common to various educational situations.
Short essays (similar to those completed for an exam or other timed writing) will provide practice for
typical “school” writing scenarios, such as formal five paragraph essays taught in K-12 educational settings
or the kind of writing required for the Professional Readiness Exam. The purpose of this kind of writing is
to practice developing an evidence-based opinion using a formula that is typical in formal academic
settings. This includes a clear statement of thesis supporting with specific examples (usually quotes) that
provide evidence from a text, with a final conclusion that extends the idea to its social or ideological
significance, demonstrating the significance of the thesis.
Your essay should be no more than one single spaced page (about 500 words) in length and follow a
three part structure…

Three Part Essay Structure

Grading Objectives/Expectations

1) Make a clear statement of a thesis. What claim or
argument are you making to answer the question or
address the prompt? This is your opinion, but also a
conclusion or interpretation you can support. This
should be the start of your essay-- include no more
than one sentence of "lead in" or introduction, and
move directly to the thesis.
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2) Support the thesis with two or more examples from
a primary text. Be specific, use quotes/details, and
explain how these examples back up your
claim/interpretation. Your analysis should include at
least two quotes from the primary text(s).
3) Explain why this interpretation matters. What is the
significance of the conclusion you’ve drawn? What
does this claim reveal about society, culture,
childhood, etc? Why is it important to notice what
you’ve argued above? (In some cases, this might
include an evaluation of the book, in which you share
your opinion about its relative merits or problematics).

Less than one single spaced page
Self-reflection/commentary included
Clear & proficient writing, follows formal conventions
Prompt fully addressed, all question parts considered
Essay is thesis driven and opinion based
Persuasive, sophisticated, deep and original thesis
Innovative argument draws compelling conclusion.
Thesis is clearly stated; introduction includes roadmap
Organized so that each point is connected to the thesis
Argues one specific point about the text, uses details
Quotes/details integrated smoothly (at least two)

Highlights authorial choices, literary or artistic merits
Draws connections, nuanced consideration of a key
element of the story and its importance, clear opinion
• Clear/substantive conclusion drawn, including what
this claim reveals about society, culture, childhood, etc.
• Evaluates text and/or relative merits or problematics.
• Focuses on ideology and why an interpretation
matters, including how a book reproduces or
challenges social norms or dominant belief systems.

Reflection/Development: The goal of completing multiple assignments throughout the semester is
improvement of this writing technique. As such, students will comment on their writing on the second and third
assignments, using a post it note to point to one element of the assignment that was of particular focus in terms
of an effort to improve. Students should highlight lines from their essay that reflect this effort to improve and
develop writing approach.

