
 

Learning Objective/Grading Criteria-- 

A Successful Project Packet Will: 

 
 demonstrate clear understanding and articulation 

of the scope, boundaries and conventions of the a 

specific creative genre  

 display a thoughtful and creative juxtaposition of 

a personal experience balanced effectively with a 

secondary genre to highlight the features of both 

genres 

 adhere to the stylistic, formatting and grammar 

conventions of the genre produced 

 identify and utilize rhetorical strategies inherent 

to a specific genre of narrative writing  

 thoughtfully and thoroughly reflect on how genre 

affects textual production 

 

Introduction:  Students will explore the 

parameters of genre by using juxtaposition to write 

a creative personal narrative about an important 

moment in their lives, placing this real life event in 

the context of a new genre (aka, either 

fictionalizing it using a specific formula or 

presenting via unconventional means).  This essay 

will ask students to be reflective about a single 

event that changed the trajectory of their life 

experiences, then tell the story of that event using a 

genre radically different than the traditional 

memoir style.  In an effort to deconstruct the idea 

of genre, students will maintain some of the 

elements of personal narrative while placing the 

story within a new formulaic genre to demonstrate 

their understanding of a genre’s parameters, 

conventions and expectations.  The narrative unit 

also includes a set of genre related margin notes.   
 

 

This project is worth 20% of your semester grade 

and will be evaluated based on how well you 

demonstrate the learning objectives. 

Students will complete the following for this 

project: 

 production of a text in a specific narrative 

genre, including margin notes describing 

purposeful genre choices 

 genre analysis documents conveying research 

and understanding of the features and 

contextual factors affecting the genre 
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Genre Analysis Documents 

Bear in mind that this portion of your project is of 

at least equal importance to textual production, 

and possibly even more important.  Genre analysis 

should include the following, as well as any other 

texts the student feels necessary: 
 Researched commentary on three or more master 

texts in the genre 

 Detailed description of genre features/characteristics 

 Information regarding cultural/historical context of 

the genre 

 Map of genre’s movement through 

time/intertextuality and/or trajectory components 

This component should NOT be a traditional essay style 

text, but present the information in an appropriate way (we 

will discuss possible choices in class).  However, it MUST be 

thorough and thoughtful (possibly the equivalent of 6+ pages 

of written text). 

 

Goal/Purpose/Function -- This text should: 

1) offer a way to assess whether a project engages 

effectively with the genre 

2) demonstrate your understanding  of  

the genre in terms of cultural and historical  

activity, as well as how and why your text fits  

and diverges genre characteristics  

and contextual factors 

 

Assignment Details 

Create Your Genre-Based Text 

 Choose an important moment in your life, something 

that changed your views about the world and  yourself, 

relay it using a NEW creative genre. 

 At the heart of your new text will be the actual event, but 

to adapt it to the new genre, you may have to make 

changes to various elements—character, setting, motif, 

point of view, plot, format, style, etc—in order for it to 

fit within the genre you choose to produce.  However, 

the theme of your story must remain the same—

whatever it was that you learned from the original event 

should be evident in the new text. 

 Use “juxtaposition” to add a creative element to the 

narrative by presenting it as a different narrative genre, 

within a specific sub-genre, or in a way that contradicts 

what you would traditionally write in a memoir type 

setting.  To do this, you will need to research this 

secondary genre on your own, in order to meld it with 

the genre of personal narrative. 

 Remember, your focus here is twofold:    1) relay a 

particular experience that focalizes around a theme 

(something you learned, etc) and 2) effectively produce 

a text that adheres to as many conventions of a particular 

creative genre as is possible within the limitations of this 

class. 

 

 

Reflect in the Margins 

 Include notation in the margins using the comments 

feature of Microsoft Word or another notation method 

you find appropriate.  We will discuss in class how to 

choose a fitting venue to reflect on your text. 

 The notes should highlight specifically how you use 

genre, particular rhetorical strategies, etc in order to 

meet the expectations of your individual genre.   

 You should have at least 25 notations throughout the 

course of your text, and they should be balanced 

throughout.   

 These notations should directly relate to the elements 

you identified in your genre analysis document. 

 



 
Media:  Design a movie, television program, etc 

that fits in a specific formulaic genre.  The way 

you wish to present this genre offers much 

freedom, since obviously you do not have the 

resources to create the text itself.  Instead, you 

could create a detailed storyboard, a visual/video 

trailer or promotional commercial, a studio pitch, 

etc.  However, whichever you choose, you’ll need 

to consider carefully not only the elements of the 

genre you use to present the information, but the 

genre of the media itself.  

 

Fiction/Short Story:  Choose a fictional sub-genre 

into which you can transpose your story, such as 

science fiction, fantasy, historical, romance, 

horror, mystery, action, adventure, comedy, etc.  

You may even choose an even more specific sub-

genre such as a time-travel based science fiction 

story or a fantasy based fairy tale.  Carefully define 

and consider the elements of this sub-genre, as 

they must be evident in your story.  However, it 

must also adhere to the basic details and essential 

truth of the actual moment in your experience.  

These details can be fictionalized to some extent in 

order to fit the new genre, but they must hold to 

“truth” of the story from your life. 

 

This is the most commonly selected choice because 

it allows students to work within a more 

“traditional” essay style format.  However, bear in 

mind that making the “common” choice may make 

it difficult to set yourself apart as demonstrating 

your understanding in an exceptional way.   

 

 

 

Graphic:  Create a graphic novel, children’s 

picture book or other form of text that has a 

significant pictorial element.  If you choose this 

juxtaposition, you must attempt to adhere to the 

rules and conventions of the genre (for example, a 

picture book traditionally has 32 pages).  Although 

you obviously will have limitations, your ability to 

use visual elements will be critical in your 

demonstrating a proficient text in the genre.  

Graphic texts can look impressive and allow you to 

express creativity, but can also offer a unique set 

of challenges. 

 

Suggested Creative Genres 
Consider these Possibilities… 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here Continue newsletter text here 

 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here.  

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here. 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. 

 

Playwriting:  Write your narrative in play format, 

relying on dialogue and stage direction as the primarily 

format to express the narration.  You will need to 

research the genre of playwriting in order to carefully 

adhere to this genre’s parameters, as I expect this to be a 

realistic demonstration of your knowledge of the genre 

of playwriting.  Although like the other categories, there 

will be limitations (you cannot create a full length play), 

your text should utilize correct formatting and content 

features as best as is possible in the class context. 

 

Poetry:  Write a series of poems that tell your story.  

When I say series, I mean at least eight poems.  These 

can be any format or length you choose.  However, be 

cautious because although poetry is not my personal 

literary focus, I know a carefully constructed, thoughtful 

poem from a five minute poem.   I expect the former.  

Demonstrate your knowledge of the genre of poetry, as 

well as maintaining the elements of narrative in a 

creative way.  Also, feel free to format your poetry in a 

unique way, making use of images, font, etc to 

emphasize the unique nature of the poetry genre. 

 

Freedom:  Choose your own method of juxtaposition, or 

a unique “nontraditional” genre choice.  Embrace this 

opportunity to make a creative choice and really invest 

yourself in creating a project that is both meaningful to 

you and a demonstration of your understanding of the 

elements of narrative.  This is a chance to take 

ownership the project, and thus my expectation is that 

you will show a sense of enthusiasm in your choice.  In 

order to select this option, you must share your idea with 

me before beginning for approval, either during class or 

via email. 

 

Disclaimer:  Although all options can achieve offer 

opportunity to create an exceptional project, 

demonstrating your creativity by choosing an uncommon 

or unique genre can be particularly effective in 

showcasing your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 


