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Daybook Possibilities 

Sherman Alexie is a well-known and prolific Native American 
writer of fiction and poetry for adults and adolescents.   Winner 
of the national book award, Absolute True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian is one of his most well known texts, chronicling the story 
of Arnold, who decides to attend school outside of his Native 
American reservation and faces a journey of struggle and self-
discovery in doing so.  Told in a unique combination of humor 
and serious topics that speak to issues of culture and 
adolescence, the story also includes many of Arnold’s comic 
drawings, illustrated by Ellen Forney. 

Suggested Critical Reading  

Dr. Meghann Meeusen        Western Michigan University 

“Absolute Critical Literacy for Part-Time Critical Readers: 
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian and Cultural Studies” by Allison Porzio 
 
“Not Exactly: Intertextual Identities and Risky Laughter in 
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time 
Indian” by Adrienne Kertzer  
 
 “The Approximate Size of His Favorite Humor: Sherman 
Alexie’s Comic Connections and Disconnections in The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven” by Joseph L.Coulombe  
 
Jeff Berglund and Jan Roush’s critical book, Sherman Alexie: A 
Collection of Critical Essays 

Ø Research Native American culture, 
including live on a reservation and the 
Spokane Indians.  What can you learn 
about their history and culture?  Find 
images related to these ideas and create 
a collage in your daybook. 

Ø Add a few pages of illustrations to the 
text, or illustrate another of the books 
from this semester in a similar style as 
Alexie’s novel.  How does this affect the 
story? 

Ø List quotes that you think really tell us a 
lot about Arnold’s character or a 
particular ideology presented in the text?  

Ø Learn a little about Sherman Alexie and 
his other works. 

Ø Develop a lesson or unit plan for 
teaching this book in a high school 
classroom. 

Ø Make a list of some of the role models 
that Arnold encounters.  What advice do 
they provide him and how does this 
influence his choices? 

Ø Create postcards that Mary sends Junior 
as she makes her way to Montana.   

Background and Context 

Questions and Ideas for Consideration 
 

Narrator:  How does the first person narrative of this book differ from some of the 
other narrators we’ve read this semester?  What is the effect of the differences? 
Illustrations:  Do you think the illustrations enhance the book?  Why or why not? 
Friendship:  In what ways is friendship a unique part of this text, and how it the 
representation of friendship different in Alexie’s book than others we’ve read this 
semester?  How does bullying play a role in Arnold’s experience as well? 
Culture:  How is the experience of living on and leaving an Indian reservation 
portrayed in the text?  In what ways does this provide insight into Native American 
culture?  Do you think it is a positive portrayal?  Why or why not? 
Coming of Age:  How does the book feature the notion of coming of age differently 
than other examples of YA literature?  What accounts for these differences? 
Dialogue:  The tone and dialogue is very unique in Alexie’s writing.  How does this 
shape characterization, reader connection, and a feeling of an “authentic” character? 
Self-Esteem:  How does Arnold see himself?  In what ways does this book 
comment on self-image and self-esteem? 
 


