
 

 

Consider Culture & Ideology: Students will practice identifying 
explicit and implicit textual messages as they discuss and write about 
ways that contemporary media and literature reflect dominant 
ideologies.  
 
Think Critically about Opinion & Evidence Based Writing:  
Students will unpack textual goals, articulating how writers/creators 
achieve their objectives through the use of evidence-based writing 
and other means of persuasion. 
 
Draw Conclusions about Dominant Ideologies of America:  
Students will analyze how contemporary texts in a variety of media 
portray the American experience, paying particular attention to the 
ways national identity is shaped by books, stories, visual texts, critical 
discourse, and newsmedia. 
 
Read and Compose Literary Discourse:  Students will investigate 
how individuals think, write, and speak about literary texts, defining 
and producing examples of literary discourse in various forms.  
 
Engage in Discussions Related to Diversity, Inclusion, and Social 
Justice:  Students will work to explore how contemporary media and 
literature represents minority and underrepresented groups in ways 
that support or undermine human rights, civil rights, and equality, 
with particular attention to the complexly interconnected and 
overlapping nature of race, class, and gender. 
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An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz 
Stamped from the Beginning by Ibram X. Keni 
American Like Me edited by America Ferrera 
American Street by Ibi Zoboi 
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei with Justin Eisinger, Steven Scott, and Harmony Becker 
 
 
Online and Technology Requirements:  Students will need to access the e-learning online space 
for the course as well as speak individually with Dr. Meeusen via an online forum (such as WebEx, 
Zoom, or Skype).  Work should be submitted in PDF form.   
 
Book/Video Requirements: Students will also watch several self selected films and television 
programs, which they can rent or purchase online (typically via streaming services such as Netflix, 
Amazon Prime, Hulu, etc).  Listening to books via audio is also encouraged, but a hard copy may 
be preferable or necessary for reading responses (to look up quotes, etc).  
 
If you foresee technological concerns or limitations with the online format of the course or believe you may 
not have regular internet access, please let Dr. Meeusen know during the first week of class, and she will 
work with you to seek access to the University’s resources. 

  
93%-100% A 

distinctive, exceptional, 
outstanding work 

 
88-92% BA 
83%-87% B 

strong, thoughtful work 
 

78-82% CB 
73%-77% C 

average, complete work 
 

68-72% DC 
62%-67% D 

problematic, sloppy work 

Required 
Books and 
Materials 
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QUIZZES & READING RESPONSES (30% of final grade):   
 
Students will read or watch texts in a variety of medium, 
including critical articles, fiction, nonfiction, short stories, 
comics, movies, television, and newsmedia.  For each 
reading/viewing, they will respond to the text to prove careful 
reading either by completing a guided reading quiz or producing 
a reading response that demonstrates a critical thinking 
approach to the text. Students can earn 5 additional extra credit 
points by discussing their reading response with Dr. Meeusen 
via WebeX or a similar online medium.   
 
Optional Extra Credit: Schedule up to two digital discussions 
with Dr. Meeusen and possibly one or more peers to share your 
ideas about and further consider content from Reading 
Responses and Quizzes.  
 
ONLINE DISCUSSION BOARDS (30% of final grade):   
 
Students will discuss class content and relevant readings with 
their colleagues via an online discussion board.  For each module 
in e-learning, students should read/watch/review ALL materials 
and post in the discussion boards (typically two forums per 
module).  For each forum, students should contribute an initial 
post plus at least two responses.  For full credit, each post must: 

• be at least 150 words in length 
• respond to the comments of another student (replies) 
• address the discussion board prompt specifically 
• quote the book and/or associated online content  

 
FINAL RESEARCH PROJECT (40% of final grade):   
 
Scholars and teachers who study literature write in a variety of 
ways. The final project asks students to choose one of these 
approaches, purposefully creating a project that demonstrates 
understanding of the unique ways individuals think about 
literary texts.  Students will thus use a real world medium to 
explore an avenue in which they would share an exploration of a 
concept they believe to be a core value or aspect of American 
culture.  Suggested project types or venues will be provided, and 
students will conduct research to support their work, collecting 
secondary source material and analyzing samples of their chosen 
medium. 
 
This project includes a formal proposal (100 points), the project 
itself (200 points), and a rationale that acts as a written defense 
explaining how the project meets objectives (100 points).  
Students should also meet with Dr. Meeusen via digital means 
to discuss their project after they have completed the proposal. 

 
Reading Responses (30%) 
 
5 Quizzes and 5 Written 
Reading Responses,  
30 points ea = 300 points 
Each reading response 
should be 500+ words in 
length and include 5 or more 
quotes from the primary text.  
 
Online Discussion Board 
(30%): 
 
10 Discussion Forums:  
3 posts required per 
forum, 10 points each 
 
3 posts per forum x  
10 points per post x  
10 forums = 300 points 
 
Final Research Project 
(40%) 
 
Project Proposal and 
WebEx Conference:   
100 pts 
 
Final Research Project:  
200 points 
 
Project Rationale:  
100 points  
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In my classroom, all are 
welcome.  We listen to each 
other, and we practice respect, 
kindness, and compassion.  We 
seek to understand each other, 
and we value everyone’s 
perspectives, including (and 
especially) perspectives of those 
who are marginalized due to 
race, gender, sexuality, 
disability, ethnicity, religion, 
class, and any other construct 
that defines a person’s sense of 
self.  We strive to critically 
explore ideologies that prevail 
in our society, and we seek to 
consider the destructive nature 
of power dynamics that 
perpetuate inequality. 
 
If anyone in the class behaves in 
a manner contrary to these 
values, I will respectfully 
address the behavior directly.  I 
also encourage anyone who feels 
that these values have been 
disrespected or violated to 
respectfully speak up and/or 
speak with me privately.  This 
includes instances in which my 
words or actions do not align 
with this statement of 
inclusivity, for I acknowledge 
that we are all human beings 
who make mistakes, and only in 
learning about how our 
behavior affects others can we 
become more positive members 
of society.  If you have questions 
or concerns about this 
statement, please speak to me 
immediately. 

Inclusivity  

Late Work:  I do not accept late work. Although I reserve the right to 
make exceptions to this policy, this is only possible after a discussion 
with me. If you foresee a problem completing an assignment on time, 
please contact me at least 24 hours in advance, and we can discuss 
possible arrangements. 

Resources:  Please make yourself familiar with the following campus 
services and policies; if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask: 

• Disability Services for Students www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices 
• Division of Student Affairs / Diversity Questions 

www.wmich.edu/students/diversity 
• Sexual and Gender-Based Harassment and Violence, Intimate Partner 

Violence, and Stalking Policy www.wmich.edu/sexualmisconduct 
• Religious Observance http://www.wmich.edu/facultysenate/downloads/ 

MOA0702_religious_observances_final.pdf  
• Office of Student Conduct www.wmich.edu/conduct 
• Civility Statement http://wmich.edu/sites/default/files/attachments/ 

u370/2016/Civility%20Stmt.7-27-16_0.pdf 
 
If you are a student with a disability (e.g. physical, learning, 
psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) and think that you might need 
special assistance or accommodation in this or any other class, please 
call Disability Services at (269) 387-2116 or visit them at Woodlawn 
Place.  Please don’t hesitate to speak with me about ways to meet 
your needs in this capacity. 
 
Additionally, I am more than happy to discuss ways that this course 
could better meet any student’s needs, and I encourage anyone who 
is struggling for any reason to contact me.  I will do my very best to 
fairly accommodate all students who express concern in a respectful 
way. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Students are responsible for making themselves 
aware of and understanding the University policies and procedures 
that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, 
fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, 
plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. The academic policies 
addressing Student Rights and Responsibilities can be found at  

http://catalog.wmich.edu/content.php?catoid=24&navoid=974. 

If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will face academic penalty based on the infraction’s 
severity, which can include a failing grade and/or referral the Office 
of Student Conduct. Please consult with me if you are uncertain 
about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an 
assignment. 

Dr. Meeusen’s private phone:  586-651-0289 

Procedures & Resources 


