If I Ever Get Out of Here Reading Guide
Questions and Ideas for Consideration
Narrator: How does the first-person narrative of this book differ from some of the
other narrators we’ve read this semester? What is the effect of the differences?
Culture: How is the experience of living on and leaving an Indian reservation
portrayed in the text? In what ways does this provide insight into Native American
culture? Do you think it is a positive portrayal? Why or why not?
Air Force Base: In what ways are Lewis and George similar? How is George’s
experience living on the air force base also a unique perspective?
Coming of Age: How does the book feature the notion of coming of age differently
than other examples of YA literature? What accounts for these differences?
Friendship: How is the representation of friendship unique in Gansworth’s book?
What characterizes Lewis and George’s friendship? How is bullying portrayed?
Music: Why would Gansworth title chapters with songs and include so much music
as an intertextual part of the story? What do these elements add thematically?
Poverty: How does this text comment on poverty, pride, and prejudice?
Time period: What clues are there that the book is set in 1975? Does it feel like
historical fiction? How does it differ from other historical texts?

Extension Activities

Suggested Critical Reading

Ø Research Native American culture,
including live on a reservation and the
Tuscarora Nation. What can you learn
about their history and culture? Find images
related to these ideas and create a collage in
your daybook.
Ø List quotes that you think really tell us a lot
about Lewis’s character or a particular
ideology presented in the text?
Ø Listen to the songs that acts as the titles for
the chapters and think about why they were
chosen. Then, when we read other texts, try
creating a playlist for them to think about
how music could be infused into literature
for great thematic depth and meaning.
Ø Develop a lesson or unit plan for teaching
this book in a high school classroom.
Ø Learn more about tribal law and
identification cards, as well as other
government policies dealing with Native
Americans: removal to reservations,
allotment , boarding schools, reclamation,
relocation and reservations, assimilation,
termination of tribal groups, selfdetermination, etc.
Ø Read Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian and compare.

Check out Debbie Reese’s excellent blog: https://
americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/

Dr. Meghann Meeusen

“Absolute Critical Literacy for Part-Time Critical Readers:
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian and Cultural Studies” by Allison Porzio
“Not Exactly: Intertextual Identities and Risky Laughter in
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time
Indian” by Adrienne Kertzer
“A Sea of Good Intentions: Native Americans in Books for
Children" by Melissa Kay Thompson

Background and Context
Set in 1975 and published in 2013, Eric Gansworth’s If I Ever
Get Out of Here describes the friendship between Lewis Black,
who lives in on the Tuscarora Indian reservation in New York,
and George Haddonfield, who lives on the local Air Force Base.
A poignant tale of growth that provides unique characterization
and cultural insight, the story infuses music with humor to speak
to serious ideas and issues, including the challenges of crosscultural relationships and experiences of being bicultural. A
coming of age narrative, the novel considers the impact of truth
and lies, offering insight into what holds friends together.
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