
 

Long Walk to Water Reading Guide 

 

Daybook Possibilities 

Based on a true story, Linda Sue Park’s Long Walk to 
Water features alternating perspectives of two 
children living in the Sudan.  Nya (2008) must travel 
miles each day on foot to retrieve water for her family 
until something seemingly magical occurs in her 
village, while Salva (1985), is a “lost boy,” a refugee 
child facing unbelievable danger as he travels 
hundreds of miles across the African continent looking 
for safety. 

Suggested Critical Reading  

Dr. Meghann Meeusen          Western Michigan University 
 

"Research into the Multilingual Children's Literature 
of South Africa" by Elwyn Jenkins 
 
Preserving the Landscape of the Imagination: 
Children's Literature in Africa, edited by Raoul 
Granqvist and Jürgen Martini  

African Children's and Youth Literature by Osa Osa 

Children's Fiction about Africa in English by Nancy J 
Schmidt  
 

Ø Check out some of Linda Sue Park’s other books, 
many of which deal with very different topics.  What 
ideas/themes is she interested in?  How do these 
texts compare? 

Ø Check out the movie titled The Lost Boys of Sudan, 
which depicts the incredible tragedy of these boys 
and their journey from Africa to America at 
http://lostboysfilm.com/learn.html 

Ø Research typical history textbooks or curriculum 
plans, and write about how you can incorporate 
children’s nonfiction to supplement such instruction, 
especially for culturally significant topics. 

Ø This text is “based on a true story.”  Research Salva’s 
story, including videos that show how Salva has 
continued to outreach in America and interviews 
Linda Sue Park has given about her writing process.  
How does this change your perception of the text? 

Ø Watch the Ted Talk “The Danger of a Single Story” 
online.  How does this text interact with these ideas? 

Ø Find three or four picturebooks or other children’s 
texts (novels, film, poetry, etc) that use Africa as a 
setting or describe African culture.  What do they 
have in common?  How do they differ? 

Ø  

Background and Context 

Questions and Ideas for Consideration 
Nonfiction:  As school districts are encouraged by evolving curriculum 
standards to include more informational and nonfiction texts, how might this 
book fit such an objective?  How does it function as nonfiction? 
World:  How does this book present a unique worldview, and what are the 
benefits of doing so?  How does it compare to other texts we’ve read? 
Africa:  What do you know of the African continent?  How does this text 
contribute to that understanding?  How is it also just one perspective? 
Rhetorical Strategies:  What purposeful strategies or techniques does Park 
use to present her ideas?  What effect do these have on the way she tells 
this story and the meaning it might have for readers? 
Culture:  How does this book speak not only to African culture and history, 
but a range of complex cultural?  Does it present an authentic viewpoint? 
Resilience:  Consider a passage from A Long Walk to Water that shows a 
child responding to trauma. How does the scene underscores childhood 
resilience, and how does this differ from other ideas about childhood? 
Tragedy/Violence:  How does the violence and tragedy of this text differ 
from others we’ve read?  What does it contribute and why is it important? 
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