
   

Stargirl Reading Guide 

 

Extension Activites 

Published in 2000, Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl weaves 
a tale of a fascinatingly unique young teen, whose 
arrival at Mica Area High School changes the 
viewpoints of the novel’s protagonist, Leo.  
Stargirl’s unusual dress and habits, as well as her 
extraordinary acts of kindness set her apart-- at 
first simply a curiosity to her peers, but eventually 
propelling her into and out of popularity.  As Leo 
watches the school’s reactions to Stargirl and 
eventually develops feels for her himself, he is 
forced to decide whether the opinion of his peers 
or the love he holds for Stargirl matters more.  A 
sequel, Love Stargirl, was published in 2007. 

Suggested Critical Reading  

Dr. Meghann Meeusen         Western Michigan University 
 

 “What a Character! Character Study as a Guide to 
Literary Meaning Making in Grades K-8” by Nancy  
Roser, Miriam Martinez, Miriam, Junko Yokota, 
and Sharon O'Neal 
 
“Between a Rock and a Hard Place: 
Un/Defining the ‘Girl’” by Shauna Pomerantz 
 
 

Ø Jerry Spinelli is a well-known award-winning 
author of children’s books.  Research some of his 
other works and consider what kinds of topics she 
broaches.  Why do you think she is so popular? 

Ø How might you use or teach Stargirl in your 
classroom?  Brainstorm some lesson plan ideas, 
and research the common core standards to see 
how this book might fit into curriculum objectives.  
What activities might you design? 

Ø Choose one of Stargirl’s activities, such as her 
“greeting card” game, and try it out. 

Ø Research other examples of school stories, and in 
particular, books set in schools and exploring 
dynamics of bullying and social structures.  How 
does Stargirl differ from these texts?  In what ways 
does it participate in the genre? 

Ø Find images of the Saguaro Tree or other of the 
natural elements Spinelli establishes in his desert 
setting.  Why do you think he chose this setting? 

Ø Think about Stargirl’s unique oratory style, and try 
it out, speaking from what inspires you but 
without advance preparation.  Record your speech 
(either video or audio) and listen to your remarks. 

Background and Context 

Questions and Ideas for Consideration 
Majestically Unique:  Why do you think Spinelli chose to create a character who not 
only differs from her peers, but stands out in a significant way?    
Multiple Viewpoints?:  Do you think that Leo’s difficulty in accepting Stargirl is 
portrayed in a sympathetic way?  Can you see his perspective? 
Intermediate or Adolescent:  Although set in high school, Stargirl fits more with 
characteristics critics associate with intermediate reader books than the qualities 
typical of adolescent fiction.  Is this a young adult or middle-grade novel?  Why? 
Bullying:  In what ways does this book comment on bullying?  Do you think it is overly 
didactic in this way, or does it offer insights into young people’s behavior? 
Insights:  What insights into the world and the self does Stargirl offer? 
Wayne Parr:  Consider the description of Wayne Parr?  How does the way Leo sees 
him (and the dyanmics of the school more broadly) offer commentary on the power 
paradigms that young people engage in and the social structures they build? 
Kindness:  What messages does this book send about being kind and compassionate?  
Do Stargirl’s actions inspire hope and/or comment on the difficulty or even futility of 
affecting change?  What changes because of Stargirl and what does not? 
Rhetrospective:  Why would Spinelli end the book with Leo looking back as an adult? 


