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WebEx Meetings and Discussion Questions  
(30 pts for each meeting + DQs) 

We will discuss texts together in large and small 
groups in the WebEx synchronous class space 
six times throughout the semester.  WebEx/DQ 
points are based on two elements:  1) submitting 
three discussion questions to the dropbox by 
noon on the WebEx meeting day and 2) actively 
participating in the WebEx discussion (either 
verbally or using the chat feature).   
 
For full credit, each discussion question must:   

1) offer an opened ended question or set of 
questions that requires critical thinking to 
answer and for which there are multiple 
possible responses (including diverse or even 
contradictory answers or ideas)  

2) include specific reference to lectures, critical 
readings, or other class materials 

3) include at least one quote from the primary 
text reading (novels and other youth texts) 
 

Keep in mind, strong discussion questions are 
in-depth, detailed, and specific (see samples).  

Literature Circles Discussion Boards (40 pts ea) 
 
Discussion Boards (DBs) offer an opportunity to dig 
into texts and build a nuanced, multifaceted 
understanding of readings. This semester, you’ll get 
a chance to choose three books from a list of options 
(related to module themes) and explore these texts 
with a smaller group of your colleagues.  
 
For full credit, each DB post must:   

1. include a specific title highlighting post’s focus  
2. be at least 150 words in length 
3. quote the book and/or associated online content  
4. end with a critical thinking question that will 

move discussion forward 
 

Threads: You may only start one new thread, and 
your other posts must be replies.  Or, all of your 
posts can be replies!  If you start a new thread, it 
will likely look a lot like the discussion questions 
you submit before WebEx class sessions.  Then, in 
replies, work to engage your colleagues by 
discussing ideas back and forth, rather than just 
posting you own reflections on the books and 
critical ideas. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Note:  WebEx and online and discussions are graded primarily 
on completion.  For full credit, students must provide correct 

and specific details to support their answers/ideas and adhere to 
all requirements listed above.  

 

Discussion and Readings 
Engagement Assignments 

 The ability to engage fully with critical ideas is an 
important goal of this course, so that together, we 
might explore new perspectives in response to a 
deepening understanding of theory and ideology.  As 
such, active engagement with readings and class 
materials is necessary for class success. Students will 
have multiple opportunities to demonstrate this close 
critical reading and share their ideas and knowledge, 
including WebEx discussions and online discussion 
boards that foster application of content and lectures. 

 


